ADMINISTRATION UNDER GOVERNMENT
repeated offers of the religious leaders of Najaf and Karbala
to act as mediators with the tribes who themselves had asked
that the negotiations be conducted through the Chief Mujtahid,
at whose instance only they would lay down their arms.L In
refusing to recognize the pretensions of the Shi'a divines. Sir
Percy struck the first blow on behalf of the authority of the new
Government, to the establishment of which the power of binding
and loosing assumed by the c Ulamd constituted one of the most
formidable obstacles.
The general amnesty, for wrhich the council asked in order
to facilitate pacification, had to wait for the submission of the
tribes and the solution of other political problems. The High
Commissioner, however, assented to the proposal of the Council,
on November sgth, that sixteen of the forty-five deportees, sent
to Henjam by order of the previous regime, be released under
suitable guarantees.
Repatriation of the 'Iraqi officers who had served in the
Hijaz and in Syria met with early consideration from both the
Council and the High Commissioner. Ja'far Pasha, Minister of
Defence, who had been the first to make his way back to Iraq,3
pressed for Government aid to expedite the return of the ex-
patriates, urging it on the grounds of their wretched condition
and of the need for their services in 'Iraq. The High Com-
missioner telegraphed to H.M. Government, on November
syth, for permission to facilitate the return of the officers, of
whom a list of 240 names had been obtained from the French
Consul in Baghdad.3
The first group, including Nuri Pasha as-Sa'Id, arrived in
the middle of February. Najl Pasha as-Suwaidi and about
1 'Abdul Wahid, Shaikh of the Fatla section of the Bani Hasan, and Marzuq
of the Humaidat were among the chief shaikhs to make such a demand.
2 Bell, op. cit., Vol. n, p. 568.
3 It was considered significant at the time that Yasm Pasha al-Hashimi, Jamil
Beg al-Midfai and Maulud Pasha were omitted from the French Consul's list.
The secret police reports stated that all three were in communication with Kan*an
Beg of the Aintab-Urfa command   One prominent ex-Sharifian officer declared
that Yasm Pasha, if allowed to return, *would play for his own hand as he did
in Syria*.
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